Pilz Automation Safety L.P. Provides the Information You Need to Know About Exporting in 2010

Pilz Automation Safety L.P., Canton, MI, a company offering a comprehensive range of services which cover all phases of the machine lifecycle, from the identification of danger zones to the implementation of safety concepts and the integration of safety measures, has created a new Machinery Directive. 

The Machinery Directive is designed to standardize safety requirements across Europe and help to ensure the free flow of goods within the EU. Beginning December 29, 2009 the current version-98/37/EC-will be replaced by the new Machinery Directive 2006/42/EC. No provisions have been made for a transition phase.

First and foremost, the new Machinery Directive establishes greater legal clarity, as some passages that were unclear have been defined in more detail, and the scope is described more clearly. When implemented accordingly, it will help to improve the safety and transparence of the European Economic Area.

Generally, all machine operators and machine manufacturers need to be prepared to change over the corresponding documentation on the cut-off day. As a rule, double documentation should be provided for projects taking place close to the cut-off day. As a minimum, references to both directives must be present in the certificates.

The changes in the new Machinery Directive will affect manufacturers of “partly completed machinery” and operators of interlinked machines like robot cells and automated production lines.

For more information, including a complete list of Frequently Asked Questions and Answers about the new Machinery Directive 2006/42/EC, contact Dana Weeks, Pilz Automation Safety L.P.: d.weeks@pilzusa.com or (734) 354-0272 x225.

